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Causes of the Great Famine in Guangxi(1959-1961):
The Interweaving Effect of State Monopoly for
Purchasing and Marketing, and Movement of
Agricultural Collectivization

Wang, Li-Jian”

Abstract

Focusing on Guangxi, this paper explores the following: The
purpose of the State Monopoly for Purchasing and Marketing is to
centralize the domination of economic resources conductive to
stabilize the new regime with implementation of national
industrialization strategy, and realize the commencement of
industrialization by sacrificing the interests of farmers. The
Movement of Agricultural Collectivization not only unified the
production data of land and the others, but also unified products, so
that central government can monopolize, control and dominate the
agricultural resources effectively and thoroughly. The Great Leap
Forward, which arose in the year of 1957 and reached its peak
in 1958, tried to promote rapid development of industrial and
agricultural production. The purpose of the State Monopoly for
Purchasing and Marketing, the Movement of Agricultural
Collectivization and the Great Leap Forward, seems to promote
production, enliven economy and empower the country, however,
political domination and interference, especially leaders with
mentality of egoistic honor, spiritual supremacy, overambitious and

* Distinguished Professor, Institute of History & Department of Chinese Literature,
National Central University
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crave for immediate success, deviated the development of these
movements from its original intention and clashed the opposite
side, to damage production, destroy economy and create disastrous
consequences to the country and the people, eventually led to the
great famine of 1959-1961.

Keywords: Guangxi, State Monopoly for Purchasing and
Marketing, Collectivization, the Great Leap Forward,
the Great Famine
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