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Discussion on the Countermeasures of the
Government and Farmers in the Great
Famine in Guangxi

Wang, Li-jian’

Abstract

In the 1950s, Chinese government executed the Great Leap Forward during the
development of the Rural Collectivization Movement, which eventually caused tens of
millions of people dying of hunger and famine in two to three years, known as the
most catastrophic and unusual phenomenon in Chinese contemporary history. This
paper focuses on the rural areas of Guangxi province to investigate: Guangxi
government adopted various strategies to solve the Great Famine, including
Anti-hidden Grain Production Movement, abandon the countryside to protect the city,
regulate and reorganize the People’s Communes, promote “incremental method of
food consumption” and substituted food, as well as medication support to patients
from the famine. To rescue oneself, farmers attended robbery, desertion, concealment
of private property, production contracted to each households and even sub-fields to
the basis of households. Different responses and measures of authorities and farmers
towards the famine, exposing huge contraries between the government and public

opinion.

Keywords: Guangxi, collectivization, Great Leap Forward, Great Famine,

countermeasures

" Distinguished Professor, Institute of History & Department of Chinese Literature, National
Central University.
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