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Inter—Asia Cultural Fusion In The 1870s:
On Elites of China and Japan by Wang Tao’s
Writings Republished in Choya Shinbun

Lu Wen—tsuei

This study intends to portray inter—Asian cultural fusion and its successive impacts
in the end of 1870s, focusing on Wang Tao’s works and his cultural activities during his
stay in Japan between May to September 1879 as seen in one of the major newspaper
issued in Tokyo, Choya Shimbun (the ruling and opposition parties news). Choya Shimbun
had been frequently republishing Wang’s writings and international news published in
Universal Circulating Herald, a Chinese newspaper Wang founded in Hong Kong, and
so now helps researchers reconstruct traces of Wang’s interaction with elites of China and
Japan. This reflects the interdisciplinary communication in cultures and thoughts among
three East Asian cities—Shanghai, Hong Kong, and Tokyo, and reexamines the impact
and reaction caused by the culture dynamics of this communication. The modernity of
inter—Asia cultural fusion shall be clearly revealed through this in—depth research into the
multiple clues related to the cultural transformation in the 1870s as well as a re—portrayal
of the history and path of the mutual impact and cultural exchange in East Asia.

Keywords: Wang Tao Choya Shimbun Universal Circulating Herald Late—Qing
dynasty China Inter—Asia culture
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