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On Tan Sitong's Reform and Returning to Antiquity

Goang-ru Ho *

Abstract

Tan Sitong was an important person in 1898 Reform. There are
various evaluations to his sophisticated thoughts. Some researchers
regard him as an avant-garde in 1911 Revolution and May Fourth
Movement, while others regard him as a revolutionary Neo-Confucian,

who is opponent to May Fourth Movement.

In this essay, the author argued Tan's thought on "reform and
returning to antiquity" in order to orient his thought clearly. According
to the author, even though his thought looks like Zheng Guanying's
"Zhongti Xiyong" (Chinese learning for substance, western learning
for function), the root of Zheng's idea was disintegrated by Tan's
option on Wang Fuzhi's "Qiti Daoyong" (The tools for substance and
the way for function) to deny the value of the Three Bands. So, Tan
was really different from the studies on reforms in late Qing. He did
not want to return to the ancient Chinese systems. However, the reason

why he proposed this point is to reduce the obstacles to reforms. He
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made the supreme sacrifice for reforms, and criticized strongly the
Three Bands, in which the primary band is the right of the empire ruler,
even though he affirmed Confucius thought. It is difficult to judge
whether Tan's thought is reformative or revolutionary, not only
because his opinion preceded the reformers in his time and he was the
first person of making sacrifice of reformation, but also revolution was
not his final goal. It states concretely that Tan planned to reach his

final goal of the Age of Great Peace by revolution.

Key word : Tan Sitong, Zheng Guanying, reform, return to antiquity,

revolution, Zhongti Xiyong



