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The Origin of the Xinxue Approach to the Yijing:

A Discussion of the Position of the Tongxi Yizhuan

Ho Goang-ru*

Abstract

This article originated with questions I had about the position attributed to
the Tongxi yizhuan 35 ph &l in the Siku quanshu zongmu’s P = ?[?E’JE l. The
Siku zongmu states that study of the Yijing phiZ from a xinxue == perspective,
an approach that became popular in the Wanli FJJ’?,‘ period of the Ming dynasty, in
fact began in the Southern Song with Wang Zongchuan’s = . {f Tongxi yizhuan
and Yang Cihu’s ﬁi%(ﬁﬂ commentary on the Yijing. The Siku zongmu also states
that Wang tends to respect the mysterious and difficult to grasp, even touching
upon non-Confucian ideas, and concludes that the reason his commentary had
less impact than Yang’s was due to his lower social status.

This article investigates Yijing scholars since the Southern Song, and finds
that the above opinion of the Tongxi yizhuan expressed in the Siku zongmu was
taken up by a number of scholars from the mid-Qing onwards. However, the
understanding of mind Wang expresses in the Tongxi yizhuan is quite different
from that of Lu Xiangshan [% £3[| and Yang Cihu’s, and closer to that of Cheng
Yichuan’s #d [#/][. Moreover, Wang does not in fact introduce non-Confucian
concepts in the Tongxi yizhuan, preferring to use historical events as examples,

and the claim that he has a tendency towards the mysterious and abstruse is

* Ho Goang-ru is an associate professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National

Central University, Chungli.
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completely unfounded. The true reason that he was not as influential as Yang
Cihu was that Wang’s book does not belong at all to the School of Mind, and
should not be regarded as using a xinxue approach to studying the Yijing. Wang
Zongchuan’s discussions of trigram changes, the concepts of the Universal
Principle /i and Numbers shu Ef, and his use of historical examples and thought
are all close to Cheng Yichuan, which without doubt identifies him as belonging
to the Cheng School.

Keywords: Wang Zongchuan = = [H, Tongxi yizhuan B35 b [H, xinxue approach
to the Yijing, Yang Jian ## ] ('Yang Cihu ﬁi%f#ﬁ )



